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Assessment of the Defense Industry in Europe and Korea’s Strategic Approach
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<Abstract>

Following the export of K2 tanks to Poland in 2022, European markets have emerged as a new and increasingly significant
destination for South Korea’s defense exports. Amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war and ‘REARM Europe Plan,” an estimated
800 billion euros in defense funding is expected to be allocated over the next four years for the buildup of European military
capabilities, which will create a relatively favorable environment for Korea’s defense industry. However, challenges remain,
particularly with the European Union’s preferential procurement policies, which favor domestically produced weapons, and
the anticipated strengthening of protectionist measures within the bloc. Without proactive strategic responses, especially in
light of the anticipated reconstruction of Europe’s defense industrial base over the next 4 to 5 years, Korea’s defense exports
could face significant obstacles. Accordingly, it is imperative to formulate both short-term and long-term countermeasures,
implement region-specific strategies, and mobilize whole-of-government efforts to transform ‘K-Defense’ into ‘EK-Defense’

through bold and preemptive policy initiatives.
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- (Former) Deputy Administrator, DAPA (Defense Acquisition Program Administration)
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both defense policy and acquisition, as the Director of Defense
Industry Policy, Director of Force Planning, Director General
of Acquisition Planning, Program Manager for the Tank and
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Programs Division.
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