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South Korea's Comprehensive Security Strategy for the
Development of the Northern Sea Route
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<Abstract>

Advances in climate change have opened up the Northern Sea Route, creating opportunities for
logistics innovation. However, complex challenges also exist: the competition for hegemony in the
Arctic region between major powers and sanctions against Russia. To address these challenges,
which are directly linked to economic prosperity and survival, South Korea must elevate its existing
polar policy to a comprehensive security strategy. Specifically, for supply chain security, overcoming
dependence on the Strait of Malacca and diversifying resource procurement channels will be key.
For maritime security, this will require securing independent strategic data collection capabilities
using icebreakers. Furthermore, for technology security and international norms, international
standardization of South Korea’s advanced shipbuilding technology must be promoted. The
government should proactively manage risks by establishing an integrated control tower centered
on the National Security Council (NSC).
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