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Missiles and Drones: How to Prepare for the ‘Cost-Asymmetry War’
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<Abstract>

Modern battlefields are witnessing a new form of warfare that intentionally exhausts air defense
assets by simultaneously launching a combination of low-cost one-way attack (OWA) drones and
high-precision missiles. This ‘cost-asymmetry warfare’ logic, repeatedly confirmed in the Russia-
Ukraine War, Middle East conflicts, and the March 2026 U.S.-Israeli strikes against Iran, holds
direct implications for the defense of the Korean Peninsula. The strategic essence of hybrid drone-
missile attacks lies beyond simple destruction; it centers on “magazine exhaustion.” To counter this
emerging challenge, the solution lies in the efficient and integrated use of traditional air defense
assets together with new capabilities such as electronic warfare and directed-energy weapons. This
requires the establishment of a Korean, multi-layered air defense system that overcomes the current
fragmented structure of defense assets. Ultimately, this system should be realized through Al-
based intelligent engagement control algorithms that automatically assign the most cost-effective
interception method to each threat.
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General Kang Geon-jark served in the Republic of Korea Army for
34 years and retired as Lieutenant General upon completing his final
assignment as Commanding General of ROKA TRADOC. Throughout
his career, he held key positions across field units, Army Headquarters,
the Combined Forces Command, the Ministry of National Defense,
and the Presidential Office (Cheong Wa Dae), accumulating extensive
experience in field operations, defense policy, crisis management,
and defense reform. Since retirement, General Kang has been actively
contributing to national security through advisory roles, lectures,
and writing. In April 2025, he published 77e Conditions of a Strong
Millary, examining the structual problems of the Korean Military and
their solutions. In January 2026, he published 77¢ Morment the State
Functions, addressing Korea's national crisis management system.
He is currently finalizing his forthcoming book in Korean, A AHistory
of Weapons and Strategy (working title), exploring the principles
and operational art of military weapons systems within the historical
context.
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