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The U.S. Hardline Export Controls against Anthropic:
Implications for ROK's Economic Security
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<Abstract>

On June 12, the U.S. Department of Commerce implemented comprehensive export controls on Anthropic’s
new Al models, Fable 5 and Mythos 5, classifying the potential compromise of cyber-security infrastructure
using jailbreaking techniques as a severe national security threat. The U.S. government determined that if
the vast knowledge and inference capabilities of advanced Al models fall into the hands of terrorist groups
or hostile nations without filtering, they could be exploited for manufacturing biological weapons, launching
zero-day cyber-attacks, and conducting deepfake cognitive warfare. In response, Anthropic counters that
the U.S. government’s measure is an unfair and excessive sanction compared to its competitors, and is
essentially a partisan and political retaliation from the Department of Defense (DoD) resulting from the
company’s adherence to its terms of service, which prohibit the use of its models for mass surveillance and
fully autonomous weapons. To prepare for sudden forced service shutdowns by the U.S. (switch-off risk) as
seen in the Anthropic case, ROK must foster an indigenous “Sovereign Al” as a backup system that will serve
as a minimum line of defense, even if it means bearing massive maintenance costs. Furthermore, domestic
companies must prepare for the costs of extreme “deemed export” regulations that block access by non-
citizens, and it is imperative that they include force majeure clauses in global contracts to prevent penalty
disputes arising from abrupt restrictions by the U.S. administration.
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